➤ Nurses play a key role in the provision of psychosocial support to patients and families.
P
eople with cancer and their families experience a range of distressing sequelae at diagnosis and through the experience of cancer treatment, recovery and rehabilitation, or recurrence. In addition to the physical effects that result from cancer treatments, patients may experience psychological symptoms of depression and anxiety, fears about cancer recurrence and uncertainty about the future, changes in selfimage and interpersonal relationships, and feelings of social isolation (Andersen, 1993; Dunn & Steginga, 2000; Steginga, Occhipinti, Wilson, & Dunn, 1998 Sanson-Fisher, & Burrows, 2000; Newell, Sanson-Fisher, Girgis, & Ackland, 1999; Sanson-Fisher et al., 2000; Steginga et al., 2001 ). Given such findings, interventions to enable healthcare professionals to better meet patients' psychosocial needs are a priority.
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